Where to find more information about birds

The Oklahoma Ornithological Society offers publications
and field trips to its members and invites any students or
adults to join. Visit www.okbirds.org.

The National Audubon Society has several Oklahoma chap-
ters that host programs and field trips. To find one near you
visit www.audubon.org.

The Wildlife Diversity program of the Oklahoma Depart-
ment of Wildlife Conservation conducts bird feeder surveys,
eagle watches, and other programs. For information visit
www.wildlifedepartment.com.

The George M. Sutton Avian Research Center is devoted to
cooperative conservation solutions for birds and the natural
world through science and education. To learn about its
many projects and educational programs visit
www.suttoncenter.org.

For a wealth of information about birds, visit the Cornell La-
boratory of Ornithology website at
www.allaboutbirds.org.

Don’t forget to visit your local library and bookstores!
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This guide prepared by Dan L. Reinking/Sutton Avian Research Center

My First Oklahoma Bird Guide

Scissor-tailed Flycatcher

State bird of Oklahoma

Photo by Dan Reinking

In Oklahoma April through October

Additional information

* Lays 4-5 eggs

* Nests throughout Oklahoma except western end of Panhandle
 Catches insects in flight

« Migrates to Central America for the winter
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Ruby-throated
European Starling Hummingbird

Not native, but common in towns Common visitor to hummingbird feeders

Photo by Patricia Velte Photo by Dan Reinking

In Oklahoma all year In Oklahoma April to October
Additional information Additional information
* Lays 5-7 bluish eggs * Lays 2 tiny white eggs
* Nests throughout Oklahoma * Nests throughout the eastern two-thirds of Oklahoma
* Eats insects, fruit, and seeds * Builds a small nest with plant down, spider silk and lichens
» Competes with native birds such as woodpeckers and Eastern * Eats nectar and small spiders

Bluebirds for nest sites * Many birds migrate across the Gulf of Mexico in one long flight

22 3
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Eastern Bluebird Turkey Vulture

If you build it they might come Usually seen soaring overhead

Photo by Patricia Velte Photo by Dan Reinking

In Oklahoma all year In Oklahoma all year
Additional information Additional information
* Lays 4-5 bluish eggs e Lays 2 on a rock, in a cave, in a hollow log, or in an old building
* Nests throughout Oklahoma except for the western Panhandle * Nests throughout Oklahoma
o Likes to use nest boxes placed in open areas near trees  Eats dead animals which helps clean the environment
* Eats insects and fruit * Has a good sense of smell to find its food

* Young birds have black heads while adults have red heads
20 5
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Harris’s Sparrow Tufted Titmouse

Common visitor to winter bird feeders Common visitor to bird feeders

Photo by Dan Reinking Photo by Dan Reinking

In Oklahoma October to May In Oklahoma all year
Additional information Additional information
* Nests in Canada « Lays 3-6 eggs in a tree cavity
« Often seen in flocks of other sparrows coming to bird feeders * Nests throughout Oklahoma except western end of Panhandle
« Eats seeds « Eats insects, seeds, and acorns
« Spends its time on the ground and in bushes or low trees * One of the few birds in Oklahoma with a crest on the head

18 7
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Red-bellied Woodpecker Blue Jay

Common and talkative cavity dweller Loud and watchful feeder visitor

Photo by Berlin Heck Photo by Dan Reinking

In Oklahoma all year In Oklahoma all year
Additional information Additional information
« Lays 4 eggs * Lays 4-5 eggs
* Nests throughout Oklahoma except in the western Panhandle * Nests throughout Oklahoma
« Eats insects, fruits, and nuts « Eats nuts, seeds, and insects

« Often heard chattering or seen foraging wherever mature trees are Often sounds an alarm if a hawk or owl is seen

present

16 9
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Baltimore Oriole

Brilliantly colored favorite of many

Photo by Berlin Heck
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American Crow

Highly intelligent and very social

Photo courtesy Wikimedia.org

In Oklahoma April to September

Additional information

« Lays 4-5 eggs

* Nests throughout eastern and central Oklahoma

« Eats insects, fruit, and nectar

 The closely related Bullock’s Oriole lives in western Oklahoma.

14

In Oklahoma all year

Additional information

* Lays 4-5 eggs

* Nests throughout Oklahoma

» Eats almost anything it can find

* Young adults sometimes help their parents raise the next brood

11
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