
Thank You to These Loyal Sutton Supporters!
October 15, 2001 through October 15, 2002
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Christmas Bird
Counts Around the

Corner

If you would care to help the Sutton Center with its
mission of "finding cooperative conservation solutions
for birds and the natural world through science and
education"...

If you would care to provide another chance for endan-
gered bird species...

If you would care to give a gift that would accomplish
far more than you ever thought possible...

And, at the same time, would like to
•  avoid capital gains taxes on appreciated assets
•  provide a regular income stream for yourself or

heirs
•  reduce or possibly eliminate estate taxes
•  create an income tax deduction

Then a gift to the Sutton Center can help you
reach these goals.  Information on these topics is
available by calling  (918) 336-7778.  All conver-
sations will be held in strict confidence.

Up to $99
Bruce & Kathy Ackerman, Betty Armstrong, Mike & Letha Bialas, Sally Jo Bible, Walter & Betty Bohn, Twilla Boring, Rosi Caswell, Kenneth Clucas, Elizabeth
Colgate, William Cooledge, Sara Cope, Wanda & Leroy Culbertson, Dawn Davis, Margaret Davis, Neil & Elizabeth Elliott, Bob & Elizabeth Emerson, Carolyn
Fannon, Annie Fitch, Walter & Corinne Gerard, Frances Gietek, Dotty Goard, Good Earth Garden Club, Marjorie Greer, Joseph & Eileen Grzybowski, Alex Haas,
William Halliwell, Warren Harden, Ray & Karen Harris, Delta Harrison, Lewis Hayes, Wallace Heller, James & Linda Hess, Nina & Jim Hogue, Kenneth & Karen
Hollinga, Harry House, Margery Hughes, Lloyd Jeffrey, Richard Kane, Cheryl A. Kilpatrick, Clifford & Pat Kramer, Henry Lammers, Donald & Susan Lauffer, B.
Lishman, Philip & Irene Lorenz, Judy Lorg, Melvin & Ruth Lucht, Sally Lunn, Vic & Linda Lurvey, Richard & Donna Mackiewicz, Dorothy McClure, Louis &
Janet McGee, Leslie McMillian, Kevin Menning, Marjorie Middleton, Duane & Patricia Miksch, Robert & Eleanor Miller, Murray State College, Edgar Nace, OK
Mozart International Festival, Greg & Brenda Olds, Nancy Olson, Toni Orndorff, John & Debby Pancoast, Betty & Jack Perryman, Dwight & Lavonne Platt,
Raymond & Adeline Potter, Mia Revels, Gary Schnell, Rosemary Scott, Virgil & Constance Shaw, Steve & Linda Sherrod, Richard Sherry, Virginia Shipman, Rena
Shouse, Arthur & Mary Smith, K. Spense, David & Betsy Stewart, Raymond Tebbetts, Donald & Joyce Varner, James  & Virginia Visconti, Robert & Adriene Weis,
Alta Whitaker, KimWiar, Sandra Wilmore, Glen & Janice Yeager.

$100 to $499
Kenneth Adams, Steve & Druanna Alter, Michael Baab, Vicki Baker, Wayne Bell, Kevin & Kay Bjornen, Jane Boren, Jerry & Marilou Bork, BP Foundation, Ray
Briggs, Harry & Wanna Brookby, Dick Bushaw, Lucy Cabe, Jack Cartland, Claudine Copenhaver, Clint Cox, Sandra Dickey, J.Jerry & Patti Dickman, Walter &
Mary Lou Dillard, John Dole, Dan & Melinda Droege, Gentner Drummond, Bill & Nancy Dudley, Leonard Eaton, Ira Edwards, Robert & Mary Furman, Martha
George, Paul Gill, Ken Greenwood, Ginger Griffin, Ken & Siew-Bee Hartman, Anthony & Dayna Hayes, Jay Helm, Paul Hinch, Lee & Janet Holcombe, Kim
Holland, William Hunter, George & Martha Kamp, William & Anne Ketterman, Gary Kilpatrick, Ed Leinbach, C. Lewis, Joey Manduano, Doris Mayfield, Don
McCorkell, Jean McCoy, Richard Mildren, Joe Moran, Joseph & Dona Morris, Allen & Holly Oliphant, James Orbison, Steve Pattison, Michael & Mary Anne
Pierce, Robert Price, Stuart Price, James Rainey, John & Leigh Reaves, Carl & Nan Reinking, Tom Revere, David Roberts, Phil Roberts, Jess Sherrod, James Sneed,
Alice Stacey, Hi & Marge Staten, The Nature Conservancy, Michael Turpen, Suzanne & Stephen Tuttle, Brian & Pamela Ufen, K. Vasudevan, Frank & Stephanie
Walthall, Helen Ward, Sharon Weaver, Dale Williams, Penny Williams, Greg Wilson, T. & Mrs. Wilson, W. Wilson, Jimmy Woodard, Keith Wright, Robert & Tracy
Young.

$500-$999
Gary Adams, Stephen Adams, Bill Bartmann, Barbara Bates, John Brock, David
Cameron, Jim & Peggy Clark, Rebecca Dixon, Don Eller, Steve Ganzkow,
Robert Lorton, Jerry & Joan Parkhurst, Jeff Scott, Betty Shaull, Tulsa Ballet
Theatre, Inc.

$1000 to $4999
Bank of Oklahoma, Mike Case, Sam Daniel, Hedwig Drummer Trust, High
Plains RC & D Assoc., Wayne Learned, Jean Little, Betty Littleton -
Macklanburg Foundation, Carol & Joe  McGraw, Joel & Wade McWilliams,
Vesna Mihailovic, Gary Neal, Bob Ohland, George Records, David Riggs, H.
Tom Sears, Anne Shalaby, W.C. "Tiny" Tomsen, Joseph & Terese  Williams.

$5000 to $9999
AEP/Public Service Company, Commonwealth Foundation, Kenneth S. Adams
Foundation, Ken  Read, Riggs, Abney, Neal, Turpen, Orbison and Lewis
Attorneys at Law

$10,000 to $24,999
Oklahoma Department of Wildlife Conservation, Tulsa World/World
Publishing, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, Williams, Henry Zarrow Fund @
Tulsa Community Foundation. 

$25,000 or more
An anonymous donation, ConocoPhillips, F & M Bank and Trust, J.E. & L.E.
Mabee Foundation, Inc., National Fish and Wildlife Foundation, New Mexico
Fish & Game, Harold & Sandy Price.

Memorial Funds
In memory of Jim Pielsticker: Stephen Adams, Barbara Bates, Carol McGraw,
Ken Read, Steve Sherrod and H. Tom Sears.  In honor of their children Dan,
Pam and Brian: Carl and Nan Reinking.  In memory of Marge Cartland: Jack
Cartland.  In memory of Harley Mangles: Ken Greenwood.  In memory of Earl
Sneed: James Sneed.

The 103rd Annual Christmas Bird
Count period will be from 14 December
2002 through 5 January 2003.  Once
again, there will be two CBCs in the
Bartlesville area.  The Hulah CBC will be
held on 14 December, and the Tallgrass
Prairie Preserve CBC will be held on 4
January 2003.  Anyone interested in par-
ticipating can contact Don Wolfe at 918-
336-7778.  For those people not in the
Bartlesville area, we encourage you to find
a CBC near you.  For more information on
Christmas Bird Counts, go to:
www.audubon.org/bird/cbc.
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Renovation
Update
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We want to once again thank
Flintco Constructive Solutions and
Matrix Architects, Engineers,
Planners, Inc. for their involvement
in this project. The renovation effort
is progressing steadily.  Two new
office spaces complete with shelving
and bookcases have been constructed
in the north end of the building and
additional shelving and bookcases
were installed in two more existing
offices.  Work on two wheelchair
accessible  bathrooms has been com-
pleted and everyone is looking for-
ward to the remodel of the upstairs
into a conference room. 

No, its not the
twilight zone.
Calab Rummel
is replacing a
circuit panel
and fixing
other electrical
problems.

The plumbers
found an
unpleasant
surprise when
they discov-
ered the slab
of the adminis-
tration build-
ing was about
18” thick.

Glass fireplaces covers were installed to
increase heating and cooling efficiency.

Our gratitude also goes to
Founders and Associates, Inc.,
H.A. and Mary K. Chapman
Charitable Trust, J.E. and L.E.
Mabee Foundation, Inc., John
Steele Zink Foundation, H.C. and
Sandra L. Price, and the Phillips
Petroleum Company for support-
ing this effort.

Prairie Falcon, Falco mexicanus
by M. Alan Jenkins

The Prairie Falcon is a large falcon, mostly brown and creamy-white.  Although capable of
taking larger species it preys primarily on ground squirrel-sized mammals and meadowlark-sized
birds, along with an occasional lizard or insect.  Prairies nest almost exclusively on cliffs, where
they use a natural ledge or pothole.  This species is only mildly migratory, and is restricted to west-
ern North America, primarily the U.S. Nesting populations can be locally dense where the favored
ground squirrel prey is abundant.

Both sexes are similar except for size; females average about a third larger. The plumage is
dark brown on top; below on the breast it is buffy with dark brown streaks (juveniles), to creamy
white with dark brown spots (adults).  All individuals have narrow "cheek" stripes and dark patch-
es beneath their wings in the “arm pit,” the patches being visible from beneath when the bird is
flying. Adults have yellow skin in  unfeathered places such as the cere, and legs; juveniles have gray-blue skin in these areas.
This species measures 39-50 cm in length, 89-109 cm in wingspan, and weighs from 760-975 grams.  Males average smaller
in all measurements (64% of female body weight).

Prairie Falcons nest in open shrub-steppe deserts, plains, and montane (including alpine) habitats, especially those areas
having cliffs in prey-rich habitats.  They do not nest in urban areas, areas lacking cliffs, or heavily forested regions. They are
cold and heat tolerant, and do not need to breed near water, nor do they usually nest on the seacoast or islands.

Prairies are very rarely tree nesters.  The stick nests of other large raptors and ravens are sometimes used; usually, howev-
er, eggs are laid on bare soil in a bowl-like 'scrape' situated on a cliff ledge, or more often in a cavity or crevice. Cliffs utilized
vary from quite low to extremely high.  Some traditional nest sites are used over many years.

The nesting season, depending on the area, is March-July. Only one brood of young is produced each year. Clutches con-
sist of 3-5 eggs, with an average of 4.5.  They are handsome white or creamy, with variable dark brown markings ranging from
spots to large splotches and bands. Incubation requires 31 days, mostly by the female. Young are provisioned primarily by the
male early on, and by both parents later in the 38-40 days before fledging; a post-fledging dependency period of about 25 days
follows.

The Prairie Falcon nests from south-central British Columbia, southern Alberta and southern most Saskatchewan south to
western North and South Dakota, western Nebraska, Colorado, Cimarron County of Oklahoma, western third of Texas and the
Sierras Madre Oriental and Occidental of Mexico, west to Baja California Norte, California, Oregon and Washington; it is
mostly absent from the Pacific coastal slopes. The species winters farther east out onto the Great Plains and farther south into
Mexico from the breeding range.   It is estimated there are 4,000-6,000 breeding pairs, excluding non-breeders and juveniles,
in an area of 4-4.5 million sq. km. There has been no apparent change in distribution or abundance in recent history except
locally, where prey habitat has been destroyed or disturbance is a factor.  In general Prairie Falcon populations appear stable.
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